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Sannai-Maruyama, a Jomon site

About 5,500 to 4,000 years ago, in the early
to middle Jomon periods, a sophisticated
community flourished here, its people rich with
the blessings of the nearby forests and seas.
About 35 hectares are preserved.
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Jomon Jivukan, the visitor center at
Sannai-Maruyama, a special historic site,
30, 2002. In 2010
anent collection and
iru Museum.

it opened a
called it the

work has been

rway  to further develop the

exhibition space and storage facility.

Expansion of museum at Sannai-Maruyama Site
due for completion in 2018

This is intended to transform the
museum into a place of enriched
information exchange as Sannai-
Maruyama gears up for UNESCO World
Heritage listing. The project should be
completed by 2018.
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World history and Jomon culture
What is the
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“human history value”

of Jomon culture?
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Defining periods

The oldest human culture dates from
the Paleolithic era, or the Stone Age.
From there, prehistory can be divided
into three or four eras, according to
researchers: the Mesolithic, the Neolithic
and the Bronze Age.

Dane antiquarian Christian J?rgensen
Thomsen (1788-1865) was the first to
posit these eras, proposing the stone,
bronze and iron ages. Englishman John
Lubbock (1834-1913) then further split
this classification into paleolithic and
neolithic eras.

This turned into the age of bronze, a
compound alloy made from copper and
tin and eventually, humans discovered
the strong and hard material that is
steel. It can be said that we are
currently living at the cutting edge of
the Age of Steel, as steel frames and
rods continue to be our basic materials.

What was the neolithic era?

The neolithic era represents the
fading of a hunter-gatherer existence,
when nomadic tribes roamed on the
hunt for mammoths or Naumann's
elephants, to establishment of settle-
ments or villages in defined locations,

where agriculture  and animal
husbandry would begin.
When and where did Neolithic

culture begin? It is said to probably have
emerged in the Levant region of the

eastern Mediterranean.

The neolithic era is located between
the Paleolithic era and the Bronze Age.
It is defined by the cultivation of wheat
and other crops and the raising of
animals such as sheep, goats and cattle
in established villages. Another feature
was pottery, and this was accompanied
by an incipient technique of polishing
stones to create a cutting edge ? adzes.

Characteristics of the Jomon period
and Jomon culture

In Western Asia the Paleolithic era was
followed by the Neolithic, when agriculture

and animal husbandry began. What about in
Japan? Here, it was not a case of the Jomon
period following the Stone Age, ushering in
a Neolithic era.

It can be said that Jomon culture
extended across almost the whole Japanese
archipelago. Away from the islands, no
remains of largescale settlement of Jomon
people have been found to the north on the
Korean peninsula or Sakhalin, nor to the
south in Taiwan or Indonesia.

The remains of the Jomon period include
pit dwellings, stone circles, burial pits,
embankments and middens. Among the
relics are pottery, clay figurines and stone
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rods.

What were the features of the Jomon
people who left these remains and relics
behind, what was their lineage? These
questions remain largely unanswered to this
day. Due to the volcanic nature of the
archipelago and its acidic soils, bones have
rotted away and we are little the wiser.

Jomon people lived throughout the
Japanese archipelago. Then, Asian peoples
from the continent arrived via the Korean
peninsula, coming ashore at Kitalkyushu and
other coastlines of western Japan. Later the
Yayoi or the Kofun period people established
dominance by dividing the Jomon people. It
is often said that these were the group who
created an aristocratic society centered
around an emperor.

Particularities of Jomon culture

One of the key features of Jomon culture
was that people led a settled lifestyle over a
long period of 10,000 wvears without
agriculture or animal husbandry. Another
particularity is the fact that they created
pottery, lived in settlements and began to
produce adzes, without any large-scale crops
like cereals or animal husbandry.

Looking across history, people who build
homes in a single location and live in
villages are generally involved in agriculture.
However, the Jomon scciety did not farm.
Foraging, hunting and fishing were the basis
of their livelihoods, but the management and
cultivation of chestnut trees that we see

ey 1
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(WEPLHL, 2013) BRESH,

around their settlements, for example, make
it likely that the concept of satoyama, or
community forest, was alive and well in the
Jomon period.

What happens when the Jomon people
get together a community and settle in great
numbers? One thing is that a numerical
ideology is fostered. Then, the customs and
habits of communal life emerge, together
with a sense of single community. Of course,
leaders and wise elders also come to the
fore, and a division of labour by gender
Emerges.

The biggest change of settled life is
probably in the way that the dead were
honored, and in how people communed with
the dead.

PHRIEARR B, FED A (BRI 2 2 —2i0m) Bk

Emeritus professor at Waseda Universi

Director of Mahoron (Fukushima Cultul tY'Proparty Centre, Shirakawa Branch)

1939F|HNEMn . PRSP MR P BN, RRAP AP RA A REHE LIE (Bh
#)ET, BEC[ESYORE COLSHNDARAE5] (R, 2007). [FLHTOERNE (HEnGRED) |

Bom in Hakodate City, Hokkaido in 1939. Graduated from both Waseda University Literature Department
‘ and Tokyo University Literature Department. Completed Tokyo University Graduate School Humanities
Course Master's Degree Course (Archaeology). Have written many books including “Archaeclogical
Classroom Understandable from Zero @ and A 85" (Published by Heibonsha, 2007), “First step of
Archaeology (Asa-Gaku-Sensho 4)” (Published by Asahi Student Newspaper Company, 2013).

Carbon dating of clay figurines unearthed
at the Odai-Yamamoto Site in Aomori
Prefecture found they were 16500 vears
old. That is the oldest clay figurine ever
found at this point. From this we understand
that Jomon people were living in this kind of
homogenous settlement for at least 10,000
years, fashioning figurines in pit dwellings
and foraging, hunting and fishing for
sustenance.

A life
abundance
The biggest feature of Jomon culture

blessed by nature’s

was the ecological lifestyle adapted to its
natural environment.
The Japanese archipelago is blessed by
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the diversity of the most abundant marine
ecosystem in the world. A recent study has
found that it is home to 14.6% of global
marine species. Our plant resources are also
very rich, which the Jomon used with great
skill.

The Jomon people did not exploit and
ravage these natural resources but rather,
adapted to them. No simple comparison is
possible with the modern era given the
population problem to name one issue, but
we surely have more to learn from the way

the Jomon adapted to and lived in harmony
with the natural environment and ecology
that surrounded them.

Jomon settlements did not have defenses
to distance themselves from the outside
world such as walls, pallisades, earthworks
or trenches. These are only in evidence in
Japan from the Yayoi period, when rice
cultivation began.

During the Jomon period, there were
trading systems for the sharing of goods
such as obsidian, asphalt, greenstone and

shells as well as information itself.

There would have marital exchange
among villages, that is to say exchange of
brides. Women marrying into a village
would have also brought their way of
making figurines. This is how the know-
how would spread and lead to the evolution
of forms in figurines.

Deep spirituality, the “Jomon spirit”

We have a tendancy to think of
prehistoric people as uncivilized and brutish,
but in fact the Jomon people had a spiritually
rich culture unprecedented among other
Stone Age peoples.

Figurines, stone rods, bronzeware, stone
knives and swords, and hand and foot-
shaped tablets were “spiritual devices™ and
were not used directly in everyday life. It is
believed that these were spiritual items like
the Christian cross, for example.

Around the stone circles, a number of
pillar dwellings have been found. These
may not be residences but rather, small huts
or buildings used for funeral ceremonies
around burial

Human bones have also been excavated
from shell middens. In some cases, dog
bones are also buried with human bones.
Clearly, middens were not simply waste
sites but rather, they were places of honor
where the shells of gathered foods and dead
people were returned to the gods.

(Abridged)
(Translated by Richard Bradford)
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Please Support our Activities

The Sannai-Maruyama site from five thousand years ago
shows us people with the wisdom to live in harmony with
nature, curiosity about the wider world around them, and a
strong spiritual orientation.

They stimulate our imaginations and help open our minds
to the forests and seas.

Believing that their lessons can better our lives in the 21st
century, we, the members of the Sannai-Maruyama Jomon
Era Information Transmission Association, strive to
disseminate the knowledge we obtain.

If you are interested in our activities and would like to help,
yvou are cordially invited to join the Association.

Supporting Members

@®Make an annual contribution of ¥ 10,000 for individuals or
¥ 50,000 for organizations.

@Help to publicize the Sannai Maruyvama site and
disseminate collected information.

@Receive three copies of each monthly issue of the “Sannai-
Maruyama Jomon Era File!

@Receive free tickets to symposiums organized by the
Association.

Naomichi Fujikawa
President Sannai-Maruyama Jomon Information  Association



